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HAY  RURAL  DISTRICT  OOUITOIL 


% Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

1947. 


Mir,  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  annual  report  on 
the  sanitary  conditions  and  the  state  of  the  public  health  in  the 
Hay  Rural  District  during  the  year  1947c 

In  preparation  of  this  report  I have 
endeavoured  to  deal  briefly  nith  all  m:.t:v.rs  i^ithin  my  responsibility 
regarding  public  health  and  preventive  medicine  and  I have  included 
all  the  subjects  specifically  requested  by  the  Y/elsh  Board  of 
Health  in  Circular  170/47  (1/Vales), 

SECTION  1.  GEEERAL  AHD  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Statistical  Summary  for  the  year  1947. 

Area, 

Population  (Census  1931),... 

Population  (Estimated  at  midsummer  1947) 
Humber  of  inhabited  houses 


39,153  acres, 
40S8; 

3327, 

869. 


Live  Births-  Males,  Females,  Total,  Rate  per  1000  Pop 

Legitimate,  24,  27,  51i  15,3 

Illegitimate  2, ^ 0,9 

26,  28.  54.  16,2 

Still  Births,  1,  Oi  1;  0,3 

Deaths  from  all  causes  20.  8,  28,  8,4 

Maternal  Deaths, .....Nil, 


Deaths  under  one  ^rear-' 

All  infants. ........ ,2;  , Rate  per  1000  live  births 36, 

Legitimate  infanis,.,2. 


Deaths  from  special  causes- 

Infectious  disease 2, 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system..... 1. 

Other  tuberculoiifl*  disease ,0, 

Cancer, .4. 


AREA.  ' . ■ 

The  Rural  District  of  Hay,  which  has  an  area  of  39,153  acres, 
forms, part  of  the  County  of  Breconshire,  The  district  is  situated 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  County  and  is  agricultural  in  ndture 
with  farming  as  the  predominant  occupation  of  the  residents. 

There  are  no  large  towns  in  the  district. 

POPULATIOH,  Census  1931, 4028, 

1939,  1940,  1941,  1942.  1943,  1944,  1945,  1946,  1947. 

3486.  4167,-  4398.  4019,  3832,  3535.  3390.  3269.  3327. 

The  above  figures  are  the  Registrar  Gencra.l’s  estimated  figures 
for  the  various  years  and  apply  only  to  the  civilian  population. 

It  would  appear  that  .the  population  reached  a maximum  in  1941, 
and  has  been  declining  ever  since  until  1947  ?/hen  there  was  an 
increase  over  the  previous  year.  • • ‘ 


Hay  Rural  District  Gouricil 


ii/  • 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district  vms  869  giving  an 
average  number  of  3,8  persons  per  house, 

BIRTHS,  Males,  Females.  Total,  Rate,  ^ 


X 

1939. 

a • 

. . .18.2, 

1940; ...... 

'TV 

P 0 

.34; 

O 0 • 

oaooo5Xttoa 

. . .12.2. 

1941. 

a e • 

. . .14.3. 

1942 ....... 

• e a • 

• « 

.20. 

a 0 a 

/ fA  ‘ 

...10.7, 

1943 ....... 

.27; 

... 14 • 6 , 

1 9 44 ;...... 

• 0 

.33; 

O 0 0 

0 0 0 9 0 • • • 

...17.4, 

IQ'xO#  e • • • • • 

0 0 

.34, 

• • • 

• ,,18,8, 

1946 

.....17..... 

a a 

.24. 

• • » 

/’-i 

. ..12.5; 

1947 

England  and 

Wales, 1947. 

It  Yjill  be  observed  that  the  birthrate  for  the  year  under  review 
was  oonsiderably  lov/er  than  the  taverage  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales. 


DEATHS . After  taking  into  account  the  outwardly  and  inwardly 

transferable  deaths  the  net  number  of  deaths  registered 
f?.mongst  residents  of  the  district  is  shovm  belov/; 

Males , Females.  Total.  Rate, 


1938. 


1939... 

• • a 0 o • • 

1940.. . 

.........2/ ...... 

r7  rr 

0 0 Oo  0 0 0 

1 941 ... 

000  0000^0(^^1:  000090 

.,25... 

1942.  . . 

0 0 0 0 0 a»»eX*^ooo  o o o 
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1943... 

pp- 
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1944... 
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..11... 

1945... 

P'7 

000000040^^000000 

• ,14, . . 

1946 , . . 

........,3l...... 

. .15. . • 

1947.0. 

PC) 

000  90  00  0 O^'^000000 

. . . 8 . . . 

England 

and  Wales , 1947 . . 

..32.. 

..37.. 

• e 60  • . 

. .4-9. . 
.,37;. 
. . 36, . 
. , 35 . « 
,.37.. 
* , 46 . , 
, » 28 • . 


..9,1. 

.10.2. 
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..9.2. 
..9.4, 
. .9.8. 
.10.9, 
.14.0. 
. , 8.4. 
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The  dcathrate  for  1947  was  therefore  lower  than  the  average 
for  the  v;holc  of  England  and  Wales,  and  was  the  loY/est  recorded 
for  many  years. 


STILL  BIRTHS. 


Males, 

Females . 

Tota,l. 

Rate . 

1938, . . , 

2, . . . 

. . .0,5. 

1939. . . . 

. ..0,8. 

1940. . . . 

........6..., 

,6 

0,.  . . 

...0.  ■ 

1941. , . . 

2. , . . 

1942. . . . 

4. . . 

1 

5,. .. 

1943, , . . 

2c . . 

0 

p 

. • ,0 . 5. 

1944. . . , 

1. . , 

1 

p 

1945..,. 

1 

• o , 0 0 . 

1946  2, 0 2 <.0,6. 

1947  1. 0 1 0.3. 

England  and  Wales,  1947 O.o, 


The  still  birth  rate  was  therefore  a little  lower  than  the  average 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  W<alcs, 

IHFAHTILE  MORTALITY. 

This  is  the  number  of  deaths  occuring  in 
children  of  under  one  year  of  ago.  The  rate  is  calculated  per 
1000  live  births. 
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Mp.lcBm  Females*  Total, 


Rate, 


1938  

1939  

....I,..,..,. 

1940 ; 0..., 

194%:...- 2.... 

1942.. 2: . . . 

1943.  2 

1944:... 0,. .. 

1945; 1.... 

1946: .2:... 

1947 : : 2.  . . : 

England  and  Vfalos*  1947,  , 

The  infantile  laortality  was 

average  for  the  who-lo  of  England 

therefore  a 
and  ^Valoa, 

little  lov/er 

than  ■ 

Analysis  of  Gauees  of  Deaths, 

Males, , ,20 

• Females 

* . • • 8 

Cause, 

Males . 

Females 

• 

Tuberculosis  respira,tory  system. 

.1 . 

........ .o; 

Influenza.  ...l. 

Cancer  Uterus-.-..-..., 

. , , , - 0 

1, 

Cancer  all  other  sites,-....,.-. 

r? 

I nt  r a cranial  Va  s c ul ar  i c s i o ns , . . 
Heart  Disease 

.. •• ••*.,3, 
3, 

Respiratory  dl  sea,  sc  a,  , 

Ulcer  stoma.oh. - 

o; 

Confironital  malformations. birth  i -n inr i -2 

Suioldc 

Road  tra^ffio  a.coiclonts.  ,,.l 

Other  violent  ,1,,,, ,,0, 

All  other  causes,, ,5 .1. 


The  deaths  are  ola.ssified  under  the  headings  given  in  the  Now 
Abridged  list  of  Causes. 

ILLECITIM/xCY, 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  as 
belonging  to  residents  in  the  district  during  1947  amounted  to  3, 

ItATERML  MORTiiXITY,  There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  v/hich 

could  be  a.ttributcd  to  childbirth, 

SECTION  E,  GENERiJ.  PROVISIONS  OF  HE/XTH  SERVICES. 

Public  Health  Officers.  There  vi/as  no  change  in  the  public  health 

officers  during  the  year,  Mf.G, G,  Evans 
remained  as  your  S.anitary  Inspector. 

laboratory  Facilities,  luring  the  year  laboratory  facilities  were 

available  a.t  Cardiff,  Newport,  Carmarthen, 
Swansea,  Aberystwyth  and  Brecon,  All  water  samples  were  sent  to  the 
Public  Analyst  for  the  County  of  C'^rmarthen  Vi/hilst  a,ny  investigation 
required  in  the  control  of  infectious  disease  ivere  performed  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Cardiff,  All  the  milk  sampling  wa,s 
done  by  the  National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme  laboratory 
at  Brecon, 

Ambulance  Facilities,  There  v/as  no  change  in  the  arrangements 

. ■ existing  for  the  conveyance  of  sick  persons 

in  the  district.  Persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease  are 
conveyed  to  hospital  in  private  cars,  v/hich  system  is  far  from 
satisfactory.  The  St,  John’s  Ambulance  Association  meet  the  need 
of  other  patients  requiring  removal  to  Hospital. 


4/. 


Hay  Rural  District  Council. 


Home  Nu>rsing>  The  arrangement's  made  by  the  local  district  . 

nursing  as.spciatibn' render  the  services.  ,pf  .a 
trained  nurse  availabTe  .for  any  family  in  the  dlstrlp.t  on, 
payment  of  e small  contribution, Such  provision  deserves  eyery  A 
encouragement . and  suppo.rt , ... 

Treatme»nt  Centres  and'  Clinics,  ' ' . • . 

• ■ . Ivlaternity  and.  Child  Welfare 

Clinic  s ,administe  rod  by  the  County  Council, are  heTdj^regularly  at 
Hay  and  Tal  garth  .Ante-natal  clinics  and  fad.flitiesCfpr  the 
treatment  of  minor  ailment s, dental , orthopaedic  and- eye  defects 
are  also  available. 

. ■ ■ In  addition  clinics  are  held  by. 

me  at  the  Council  Of f ices , Hay , on  the  morning  of  the  second 
_ .Thursday,  in  each  month  and  at  tho  Town  Hall, Talgarth, on  .the  , 
•afternoon  of  the  fourth  Tuesday  in  each  month, for  the  purpose 
of  immunising  children  against  diphtheria. 

Hospital s 4 The  hospital  needs  of  the  residents  of  the  district, 
for  all  diseases  apart  from  infectious  disease, are 
provided  by  the  Brecon  Viar  Memorial  Hospital. A certain  number  of 
c’as'es  are  also  admitted  into  Hereford  Hospital.  ■ 

The  arrangement  for  the  treatment _ of -infectious  . 
disease  remain  the  same  as  in ‘previous'  yoars'.Sudh  patients- aro 
removed.,. 'When  nec.essary , into  the  isolation  hospit.al  at  Hay  ., 

‘ ■ • . . For  the  treatment  of  cases  of  'smallpox  arrangements 

have- be.en  made,  by -.the 'County  Council  -with  -Aberdare  for  beds  at 
ther 'F'edw  Hir  Hosp'ita-lr.f 

Disinf ec  tion , In  the  main  the  method;s  used  for -any  required 

V disinfection  have  been -fuiiiigation  and,- spraying. 

A modern  steam  disinfector  with  the  necessary  vehicle  for  the 
removal  of  infected  clothing  and  bedding  would  be  of  .’groat  us© 
in  the  district  generally.  • ..  .. 

• SECTION  5 . MATERNITY  MD  CHILD  WELFARE  . 

These  services  are 

administered  by  the  County  Council  and  include  clinic^s  for  . 
maternity  and  child  welfare , dental, orthopaedic  and  Hye  treatment 
and  expectant  mothers .Provision  is  also  made  for  the  provision 
of  free  and  cheap  rate  milk  and  medicinal  foods, The  supervision 
of  nidwivos , child  life  protection  and  the  care  of  p.remature  and 
.illegitimate  infants  is  also  tho  responsibility  of  “the  County 
Counci  1 , . . ■ , 

SECTION  4.  SANITARY  CIRCHMST..HCES . 

I ani'  indebted  to.  your  sanitary 
inspector  for  the  reports  on  water  supplies, sewerago  and  workings 
of  tho  factories  acts  which  are  included  in  this  section  of' 
the  report, 

V/ater  Supplies. 

V/ater  has  been  satisfactory,  ’in  quantity  during  the 
year  for  those  dwellings  below  the  Ordnance  contour  of  500  feet, 
but  most  unsatisfactory  for  the  majority  .of  the  dwellings  .above 
this  height , ' 

The  scheme  previously  submitted  by  a consulting 
engineer  was  advanced  during  the  ..year  but  real  progress  seems  very 
slow. The  district  experienced  a severe  drought  during  the  year  and 
the  need  for  an  adequate  supply  was  acute. 


5/ 


Hay  Rural  District. 


In  the  district  there  are  18  water  supplies  serving  six 
dwellings  or  more  by  pipes  either  into  the  dwellings  or  to 
standpipes  .Of  these  18  supplies  6 are  evened  by  the  Council  .There 
eA  170  supplies  serving  five  dwellings  or  less  and  60  of  these  are 
piped  supplies, the  remaining  110  being  either  from  pumps  or'  springs 

Details  of  the  water  supply  for  each  parish  is  given  below. 

1.  Aberllynfi.  The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  7<;atcr  in  this 

parish  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year, 
except  that  portion  of  the  Lodge  supply  which  is  laid  in  the  stream 
has  been  frac tured ,The  Council  nov\;  own  the  supply  known  as  the 
Lodge  serving  the  hamlet  of  Three  Cocks .All  the  houses  in  this 
parish  have  water  pipes  inside  the  house. 

Six  Samples  of  Vi/ater  were  sent  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  of  these  2 vjore  satisfactory  and  4 unsatisfactory. 

2 . Bronlly s . There  are  two  public  supplies  in  this  parish. One  of 

these  is  owned  by  the  V/elsh  IJaticnal  IvIeLiorial 
i^ssociation  and  this  supplies  the  sanarori um  and  all  the  dwelling 
houses  on  the  Estate  .The  ether  supply’  is  owned:  by  the  Council 
and  water  is  drawn  from  springs  under  'che  luinTiold  bank  and  is 
not  treated. This  supply  is  augmented  from  the  Talgarth  supply 
during  periods  of  drought .Eighty  nine  dwellings  are  served  from 
this  supply. There  are  thirteen  other  supplies  in  this  parish, all 
privately  owned. 

Six  samples  of  vrater  were  sent  for  analysis  during 
the  year  and  all  six  were  reported  as  being  unsatisfactory. 

S.Glynggch  and  the  Usk  Valley  portion  of  Tregoyd  and  'Velindre . 

There  are  ten  private  supplies  in  this  area, throe  are 
piped  into  four  dwcllinrgs ,none  o,ro  treated  and  the  other-seven 
are  simply  running  springs  near  the  small  holdings.lt  would  not  be 
difficult  in  this  area  to  find  sufficient  water  to  give  each 
dwelling  a piped  supply.  The  distances  to  be  piped  would  be 
considerable  but  this  should  not  deny  the  public  a wholesome 
supply  of  water. 

No  samples  were  submitted  during  the  year. 


4.  Hay  Rural. 

Fifteen  douses  in  this  parish  are  served  with  a piped 
supply  from,  the  Council’s  supply  at  Llanigon .This  water  is  not 
treat ed .There  are  21  other  supplies  in  the  parish  and  of  those 
7 ar  e piped. One  dwelling  has  tc  obtain  water  from  a source  over 
200  yards  away. 

One  sample  7\?as  sent  for  analysis  and  this  was 
classified  as  unsati sfac tory „ 

5 . Llanelieu . 

There  aro  15  dvnellings  in  this  parish,  10  in  the 
k’ye  valley  and  5 in  the  Usk  valley  and  all  iiaa’c  a piped  supply 
laid  on  but  are  served  from  9 different  sources,. 

No  saii.pfes  were,  submitted  during  the  year. 

6 .llanigon , The  village  of  Llanigon  i served  b3^  a public  water 
supply  owned  by  the  Council .Springs  arc  collected  to  a service 
reservoir  but  the  water  is  not  treat od.Tbc  h-aralct  of  Ffordlais 
receives  water  from  the  Llwp/nfilly  ram. Those  two  sources  supply  8 
dwellings  with  water  laid  on  and  io  ciwoJ.j  ings  from  a standpipe. 
There  are  7 other  supplies  in  the  parish  and  5 of  these  are  piped. 
Eleven  are  supplied  with  vnator  from  a c on  si''*  enable  distance,  7 over 
150  yards, 2 over  20C  yards  and  2 take  a supply  from  open  streams. 


6/.  Kpv  Rgrr^l  District  Council* 

One  sample  ivas  submitted  from  the  village  supply  and  this  , 

was  reported  as  satisfactory .Seven  other  samples ^ were  taken  and  o ese 
1 was  satisfac tory, 5 unsatisfactory  and  1 suspicious .Sixteen^ dwellings 
in  this  narish  situated  over  the  500  feet  contour  are  badly _ in  need 
of  water”"  for  domestic  use  and  the  attention  of  the  Council  is  dr^n 
to  this.  ^ 

Of  the  56  dwellings  in  this  parish, 38  have  water^laid 

on, 14  are  served  by  standpipes  and  4 are  served  by  pimps .Thirty  three 
dwellings  are  supplied  by  the  Council  and  this  water  is  no u treated. 

Five  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis ^ and  of  these 
1 was  satisfac tory , 2 highly  satisfactory  and  2 suspicious. 

e.Pipton.  There  are  10  private  supplies  in  this^parish  and 
6 are  piped  supplies  serving  some  11  dwellings. No  water  is  treated. 

The  other  dwellings  arc  served  by  individual  pimips.0ne_ pump  serving 
tvi/o  cottages  is  without  water  for  two  to  three  months  in  a ry  yea 
the  tenants  then  carry  wa.ter  some  350  ^T'ards. 

No  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis. 

g.Talnarth  (V^ye  Valley  Section^.  _ ^ o 

There  are  3 Dublic  supplies  in  this 

section, one  owned  by  the  Mental  Hospital  Coniittoe  =^"3  yjo  by  the 
Council.  The  larger  of  the  Council’s  supplies  serves  260  dwelling 
with  water  laid  on  and  32  from  standpipes .The  supply  received  as  an 

overflow  from  the  MenteT  Hospital  supply  i nn 

chlorinated. This  augmented  from  springs  collectep  in  the  Lianciiou 

parish.  water  samples  were  sent  for 

analysis  hut  5 samples  of  the  treated  wycor 

of  these  were  satisfactory  and  one  unsat i si ac tory .Thrct. 

were  sent  for  chemical  examination  and  all  three  were  sati^f -^ctory . 

The  smaller  supply  serves  the 

hamlets  of  Trsvecoa  and  Tredustan.l\;)elvG  dwellings  have 

on  and  throe  are  served  from  standpipes .No  samples  from  this  source 

were  sent  for  analysis.  , 

As  in  other  parishes  dwelling's 

above  the  500  feet  contour  arc  badly  supplied  i ps 

There  arc  some  45  other  oupplies 

of  which  12  are  piped  and  all  are  subject _ to  pollution.  Five  samples 
were  sent  for  analysis  and  all  were  unsatisfactory. 

10. Talgarth  (Usk  Valley  Section)  . ^ vT-r.  o,-,-n-niTT  -!n 

~ ~ ^There  is  no  public  supply^ in 

this  area. There  are  24  dwelling  houses  in  this  area  of  which  3 have 

private  piped  supplies  whilst  the  other  21  are  supplied  y 

running  springs. 

jj^yoyd  gndjrellndro  ■ (VJye  JfengxmecUonl-^  dwellings 

in  this  parish  100  hove  water  laid  on  and  ? ."'■y 

All  tho  supplies  are  owned  hyprivnto  Pines 

sunpl^os  water  to  32  dwellings  and  another  sup.l^oo  30  ^ 

Th*e  .small  holdings  ahoye.500  feot  are  hero  again  haaly 

main  sunplios  in  this  parish  are  insuifieienu  ..n  times  of  drou,,nv 

whilst  tho  quality  is  not  satisf .actory . jourtoon  samples  were 

submitted  for  bacteriological  ozamination  during  the  year  and  all 
were  reported  as  being  unsatisfactory.  conclusion  it  is 

obvious  from  tho  above  ^ ^ 

the  town  of  T-lgarth  and  tho  villages  of  Bronliy^  y/';  nieot  to 

should  have  urgent  and  source s--olce  it  impossible 

pollution  and  the  very  numher-170  different  sources  --y  , . hgapth 

to  give  them  the  individual  attention  as  frequently  p 
demands , 


7/,  hp.y  Rural  District. 

Drainage  and  Seweray.e. 

Nev.;  sewers  ana  sewage  disposal  works  are 
rj^uired.  for  the  villages  of  Three  Cocks ,Bronllys ,Llanigon , 
r^svuen , Volindre  and  Giasbury, 

Public  Cloansi ng. 

There  was  no  chango  in  the  methods  adopted  for 
the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  in  the  d istrict .Refuse  is 
collected  twice  v;eekly  in  Talgarth) a week  in  Bronllys  and  once 
a month  in  the  district  around  T'^.lgarth .The  refuse  is  then  disposed 
of  by  burying .No  other  collection  is  made  in  the  remaincor  of  the 
district. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  The'  sanitary  irispoction  of  the 

area  was  undertaken  by  the 

sanitary  inspector  .The  follovjing  details  give  information  relating 
to  the  v^ork  of  the  sanitary  inspector  during  the  year. 

Nuisances. 


ihimber  of  complaints  received..,.. 48. 

Nuiabor  of  complaints  investigated 48, 

Number  of  premises  visited,.,...,. 59. 

Number  of  premises  revisited 34. 

Number  of  notices  served 1 and 


numerous  verbal. 

There  has  been  considerable  difficulty  experienced  during  the  year 
in  carrying  out  repairs  owing  to  the  limited  supply  of  building 
material. At  present  repair  work  is  mainly  of  a patching  nature 
and  it  is  to  bo  hoped  that  a treater  supply  of  material  will  soon 
be  available  to  prevent  docent  property  deteriorating. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings.  It  is  not  considered  that  any  of  the  houses 

in  the  district  are  of  such  a nature  as  to 
require  control  control  under  byelavi/s  made  under  Section  6 of 
the  Housing  i;kct,1936. 

Offensive  Trades.  There  aro  no  offensive  trades  in  the  district. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the 

district. 


Licensed  Premises. 


Number  of  visits  made  by  the  sanitary  inspector 38, 

Shoes . , 

Number  pf  visits  mado  by  tho  sanitary  inspector, ,,....20. 

Factories . 

Nmnbor  of  factories  in  the  district 23, 

Number  of  inspections  mado 27, 

Number  of  defects  found 

a.Vfent  of  cleanlinoss .....4. 

b .Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  ..  .,.4  . 
Number  of  cases  reported  by  Factories  Inspector 2, 


Camping  Sites.  There  is  no  recognised  camping  site  in  tho  district 
for  Vvhich  a licence  is  necessary. 
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Eradication  of  Bed  3uf;s  and  Stops  taken  to  comb&t  infestation. 

Any  premises  found  as  a result  of  complaint  or  inspection  to  be 
infested  with  bed  bugs  or  other  vermin  would  be’ treated  with  D.D.T. 
preparations, No  premises  were  found  to  be  so  infested  during  the^, 
year . • 

Rodent  Control.  One  full  time  rodent  operator  is  employed  who 

works  under  the  supervision  of  the  sanitary 
inspector  .This  operator  is  also  similarly  oriUDlo3'-od  by  the  Hay 
Urban  Council  and  Painscastle  Rural  District  Council. 


Niimbor  of  premises  inspected  during  the  year 195, 

Number  of  premises  found  infested, 65, 

Number  of  premises  treated  b3^'  rodent  operator 65, 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  during  the  year, .,566, 


Lo ga 1 Pr PC ee d i ng s . ' No  legal  proceedings,  were  undertaken  by  the 

Council  during  the  year. 

SECTION  5.  HOUSING.  Thoro  Wis  no  appreciable  difference  in  the 

housing  conditions  in  the  district  during 
the  year .Owing 'to  the  complete  cessation  of  building  operations 
during  the  war  ^’•cars  the  housing  shortage  was  acute.  The  Council 
had  under  construction  22  houses  at  Talgarth  but  none  of  these 
were  near  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year. It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
labour  conditions  and  the < supply  of  materials  will  show  some 
improvement  during  the  coming  ye*^'r  so  that  this  pressing  need  in 
the  district  m.ay  bo  alleviated. 

One  house  was  completed  by  private  enterprise. 
Number  of  house  to  house  inspections  by  sanitary  inspec tor , . ,17 . 
SECTION  6 INSPECTION  AND  S^JPSRVISION  OP  POOD. 

Milk , 

Milk  sampling  in  the  district  is  carried  out  under  the 
National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme,  Under  this  scheme  an 
attempt  is  made  by  the  sanitair;’  inspector  to  test  each  retailer’s 
milk  once  a fortnight , The  wholesale  milk  is  tested  at  the  various 
creamer ies  .The  laboratory  functioning  under  this  scheme  is  situated 
at  Brecon. 

Under  this  scheme  milk  is  graded  into  three  categories; 


Category  A -.Milk  of  good  keeping  quality. 

Category  B Milk  of  doubtful  keeping  quality. 

Category  C Milk  of  poor  keeping  quality. 


The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  results  of  milk  samples 
taken  during  the  year . 


Number  of  samples  taken .139, 

Number  ' raded  into  Category  A ,109  , 

Nvimber  graded  'into  Category  B,  11  * 


N'jaiocr  graded  into  Category  C 19, 

. There  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  the  district. All  meat  is 
supplied  from  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  Slau.ghtering  Point 
at  Irocon.No  meat  was  condemned  in  the  district  as  being  unfit 
for  human  consumption. 


Nuraber'  of  tins  of  foodstuffs  condemned,... 6, 

Number  of  pounds  of  foodstuffs  condemned. ,.,,125. 
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Other  Foods. 
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^od  Preparation  Rooms  (Including;  Bakehouse s_)^. 

Number  of  inspections  made 

Ice  Cream  Premises.  . , ^ 

' Particular  attention  ’vas  paid  to  these  owing 

to  the  epidemic  of  typhoid  fever  at  Aberystwyth. Numerous  visits 
of  inspection  v;ere  made  by  tlio  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Number  of  visits  made  by  sanitary  inspector,,.... 26, 

Number  of  notices  servoc. . 


Fish  and  Fried  Fish  Shops. 

Number  of  inspections  made  by  sanitary  inspector. 2' 

SECTION  7.  PREVALENCE  MB  CONTROL  OF  ETFECTIOUS  DISEU^ . 

The,  following  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease 
were  reported  to  me  during  the  year; 


Measles  - 6 cases. 

A patient  was  admitted  to  Merthyr  Isolation ^Hospital  as  a suspected 
case  of  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis ( infantile  paralysis)  ihis 
provisional  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.  The  district  remained 
remarkably  free  from  notifiable  infectious  disease. 

Venereal  Disease.  Tlie  County  Council  has  an  agreement  with  the 
— General  and  Eye  Hospital , Swansea , for  the 
treatment  of  these  cases. Tho  tracing  of  contacts  and  the  following 
up  of  defaulters  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis.  The  following  details  show  the  position  as  regards 
~~  tuberculosis  in  1947  and  recent  years; 


Number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  commencement  of  year,,.. 16. 

Number  of  fresh  cases  notified  during  the  year..,.. 

Number  of  cases  removed  due  to  death, • 

Number  of  cases  removed  due  to  removal  from  district., . 

Number  of  cases  left  on  register  at  end  of  year 


Tho  number  of  cases  notified  during  recent  years  is  shown  below 
1959.  1940.  1941.  1942.  1945.  1944.  1945,, 1946_,^ 1^. 

6.  7.  6.  5.  6.  5.  8.  4.  5. 


The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  allowances  scheme. 

Dinhtberia  Immunisation.  During  the  year  tho  monthly  clinics 

— hold  for  the  purpose  of  immunising 

children  against  diphtheria  were  continued .The  place  and  dates 
of  these  clinics  were  advertised  in  the  local  .getion 

parents  were  advised  that  children  should  have  a third 
when  they  reach  school  age  .Continual  efforts  are  being  me.  V 
the  County  Council  Health  Visitors  to  get  as  many  children  as 
possible  immunised. 


t, 
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Number  of  children  v;ho  had  completed  a full  course  of  immunisation 
at  any  time  up  to  51 st .December  1947  . 

et  ?I.12,47.  Under  1.  1.  2,  3.  4.  5-9.  10-15. 

Number  immunised.  0.  S2.  47.  58,  45.  86-.  20. 

4 V . 

Number  immunised  during  t!.e  year.  Under  5.  5-15.  Third  In,1 . 

r7  p . . ' rj 

kJ  9 '"7  H - O # 

I 

It  must  be  pointed  out  that  individual  record  cards  for  children 
have  only  been  kept  since  1st .duly j 1945 , and  therefore  the  above 
-figures  only  show  those  children  actually  immunised  by  me  since 
that  date, I -have  no  individual  records  of  children  immunised 
bef  ore  that  da t o , . 

The  following  figures  show  the  extent  of  immunising  in  the  under 
five  year  group  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Number  of  c hildren  born  in  1942 43 . 

Nmiiber  of  these  children  Immunised  since  duly  lstol945. 30. 

Number  of  children  born  In  1943  ^ 55. 

Number  cf  these  children  since  immunised  by  mc.,,0.0 45. 

Number  of  children  born  in  1944  , , o r ...........  .62  . 

Number  of  these  children  since  immunised  by  me , . ..58, 

Number  of  children  born  in  1945  .,. 66. 

Number  of  these  children  since  immiunised  by  me. 47. 

Number  of  childre.n  bom  in  1945. 41. 

Number  of  these  children  immunised  at  end  of  year 22, 

Number  of  children  bom  in  1947  ' ,...,,....54, 

NuTiber  of  these  children  since  iimiunised  by  me, 0. 


The  above  figures  show  a very  satisfactory  percentage  in 
them^selves  and, in  addition,  one  must  remember  that  a certain 
number  of  children  are  also  immunised  by  local  general 
practitioners . I would  here  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the- work  of 
the  local  Health  Visitors  to  whoso  continual  efforts  the  above 
very  sat i sfac tor'/  figures  are  very  largely  due. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  district  during  the  year. 


Yours  faithfully, 
T.C .R. George , 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


